
Special Report 
 

Withering on the Vine? 
A Look at the CoB Faculty Numbers, 1991-2007 

 
 
The recent Special Report about the merit raises of CoB Deans ("Dean ME") revealed 
some data that represent a disturbing trend facing USM's College of Business.  Since the 
early 1990s, the CoB's faculty ranks have fallen from 80 faculty (1993) to 62 faculty 
(2007).  This represents a 22.5 percent decline in the number of faculty over the 15-year 
period.1  The picture from 1991 to 2007 is represented in the figure below: 
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While former CBA Dean Tyrone Black presided over the CoB's high-water mark (1993-
97) -- in terms of both the number of faculty and the quality of the College -- another 
former Dean, D. Harold Doty, appears to have reigned  over the CoB's low-water mark 
(2003-06), and on both accounts (one shown above). 
 
You wouldn't know the CoB had only 62 faculty by visiting its website, which still touts 
the CoB as having 80 faculty along with 2,400 graduate and undergraduate students (see 
insert at the end of this report).  Of course, it's possible that the CoB does have 80 faculty.  
The data in the figure above are taken from the "Merit Raises" series in the Archives of 
USMNEWS.NET.  That means that if there are 80 faculty, 18 or more failed to get a 
2007 merit raise.  If so, don't you think we would have felt the earthquake that would've 
brought on?       
 

                                                 
1 Another decline like that one over the 2007-2021 period will leave USM's CoB with just 48 faculty. 



 


